Proposed Changes to Rules: Explanatory Notes

The new rules document has been prepared after several months of discussion, consideration and adjustment by a number of members of the Club Committee.

The previous rules are enclosed. It became apparent that certain rules were no longer being adhered to. There is no suggestion that this was deliberate but simply had occurred through time and without sufficient cognisance being paid to the original document.

It was the view of the Committee that once a number of rules, including those of significance, are broken without obvious sanction or comment, then the entirety of those rules becomes undermined. In other words, if any future suggestion or plan for the Club, on a fundamental level, is suggested, the rules provide no mechanism for controlling such moves, as they have become worthless.
Further, there was no means for enforcing any rule other than by precedent, which again emphasises the problem of the failure to adhere to the others.

Rather than simply amend the rules that had been breached, or add some mechanism for enforcing, on an ad hoc basis, it appeared more sensible to rewrite the rules document. This allowed the opportunity to accurately reflect the Club as it is today, review the governance and objects of the Club and re-emphasise the historic links between the Club and School.

This note is not intended to a detailed analysis or explanation of each specific adjustment. There will be an opportunity to raise any particular such point at the AGM if so desired.

Martin Macari

